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PROGRAM: EDUCATOR ACADEMY IN THE AMAZON RAINFOREST
DATES: JULY 1-10, 2026

LOCATION: 1QUITOS, PERU

CONTACT HOURS:

20+ hours of required pre-departure preparation include readings, discussions, and webinars.
40+ hours of field work in the Amazon include guided investigations, conservation projects, and
curriculum workshops.

OVERVIEW

The Educator Academy in the Amazon Rainforest offers professional development that transforms
teaching and learning through direct immersion in one of the world’s most biodiverse ecosystems.
Educators strengthen their ability to engage students in scientific research, cross-cultural connections,
and community-based conservation initiatives.

The program highlights cultural competence, encouraging participants to value diversity, reflect on
cultural assumptions, and adapt instruction to be responsive to Indigenous and local knowledge
systems. It also introduces connections to international conservation priorities such as the Global
Biodiversity Framework, showing how inquiry-based learning can link classroom practice to global
efforts in biodiversity and sustainability.

Opportunities for elementary, middle, and high school/AP educators to collaborate on 5E lesson
design, action plans, and inquiry-based investigations, ensuring that each experience is
developmentally appropriate across diverse teaching contexts. Participants return with greater
confidence and the skills to lead student-directed inquiry, integrating their Amazon experiences into
NGSS-aligned, STEM-focused, and 5E instructional practices.

RATIONALE

The Amazon Rainforest is a globally significant biome that provides unique opportunities for growth in
science, culture, and conservation. Immersed in this environment, educators gain firsthand insight into
biodiversity and sustainability challenges while experiencing how Indigenous knowledge and
worldviews shape conservation practices. These encounters deepen their ability to teach with
inclusivity, cultural responsiveness, and global perspective.

The Academy also aligns with international priorities such as the Global Biodiversity Framework, which
underscores the role of education in building biodiversity knowledge and stewardship. By practicing
inquiry, conducting authentic research, and collaborating in the Amazon, educators prepare
themselves to create similar opportunities for their students.

Ultimately, the program equips teachers to guide youth in becoming informed global citizens—able to
investigate environmental issues, evaluate multiple perspectives, apply scientific evidence, and reflect
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on the human dimensions of sustainability. This transformation positions students to connect local
learning with global conservation challenges.

GOALS

The Academy provides a compelling context in which participants gain:

e Experience in conducting field investigations, design challenges, and culturally responsive place-
based learning that empower them to guide students in authentic inquiry and research.

e Appreciation for the Amazon rainforest as a critical global life-sustaining biome, along with a
deeper understanding of their role as global citizens in addressing conservation and
sustainability challenges.

e Insights into the importance of Indigenous knowledge for conservation, and the ability to
integrate diverse ways of knowing into their teaching practice.

e Skills to connect field-based learning to classroom instruction, applying NGSS, STEM, and
inquiry frameworks to support student-led exploration and action.

e Cultural competence to honor and integrate Indigenous and local knowledge, reflect on cultural
values and assumptions, and adapt teaching to diverse contexts with inclusion, equity, and
respect.

e Knowledge of the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) and its targets, and the ability to
translate these international conservation commitments into classroom practices that build
biodiversity literacy and inspire student action.

OUTPUTS

A 5E Lesson Plan: Participants will design a 5E (Engage, Explore, Explain, Elaborate, Evaluate) lesson
plan that integrates Amazon biodiversity, Indigenous knowledge, and inquiry-based methods. This
lesson can be directly implemented in their classrooms and adapted for NGSS and STEM connections.

A Collaborative Action Plan: During the program, educators work together to develop a collaborative
action plan for incorporating Amazon-focused content into their instruction. This plan encompasses
strategies for student-directed inquiry, curriculum integration, and opportunities to connect classroom
learning to global conservation priorities.

A Field-Based Inquiry Investigation: Participants will design and carry out a field-based inquiry
investigation in the Amazon, applying research tools, citizen science methods, and culturally responsive
approaches. The investigation is then translated into a classroom-ready project that models authentic
scientific practice for students.

PROGRAM FORMAT

Pre-Departure: Participants complete an eight-session online course with readings, reflection
activities, and community-building opportunities. This preparation provides essential background
knowledge and ensures participants are ready to engage fully in the field experience.
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In the Field: The Academy immerses participants in the unique learning environment of the Amazon—
its biodiversity, ecosystem complexity, Indigenous cultures, and global significance. Field sessions
combine topic introductions, hands-on exploration, and guided reflection. Activities include natural
history studies, inquiry-based investigations, citizen science, cultural exchanges, and community
conservation projects. Grade-level connections are woven throughout, supported by partners such as
the Pacific Education Institute, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, PocketLab, and Celestron. Sessions are led
by Academy faculty, guest researchers, and local naturalist guides.

Upon Return: The Academy experience continues beyond the Amazon through the Morpho alumni
network, a community of educators committed to biodiversity, sustainability, and inquiry-driven
teaching. Alumni stay connected with their cohort and the larger network, extend field learning into
classroom practice, and collaborate on curriculum, research, and conservation initiatives. Exclusive
opportunities include webinars, workshops, conference presentations, and leadership roles within the
Morpho community, ensuring alumni remain part of a supportive and innovative professional network.

STUDY SITES

The field component of the Educator Academy in the Amazon is set in the Loreto district of
northeastern Peru. This area is accessible only by boat from Iquitos and provides access to some of
Peru’s most untouched rainforest. Field accommodations are hosted at Explorama Lodge and ACTS
Field Station and Canopy Walkway, which provide participants with unlimited access to both flooded
and upland forest as well as a % mile canopy walkway. These study sites are also located adjacent to
the newly formed Maijuna-Kichwa Regional Conservation Area, which protects nearly a million acres of
Maijuna indigenous ancestral lands, robust Amazon biodiversity, and our partner community of
Sucusari.

SAMPLE ITINERARY
Day 1 —July 1: Arrival in Iquitos
Arrival and hotel transfer. Optional city tour in the afternoon.

Day 2 - July 2: Iquitos - Explorama Lodge

AM: Depart Jungle House (9:30 AM), boat transfer on the Amazon River.
PM: Orientation and rainforest exploration.

Evening: Workshop Where in the World Are We?; optional boat ride.

Day 3 —July 3: Explorama Lodge
AM: Birding; workshop, Place-based Inquiry; guided hike.
PM: Workshop Designing Field Studies & Tools of Inquiry.
Evening: Round tables; boat ride.

Day 4 - July 4: ACTS Field Station
AM: Birding; transfer with guided hike.
PM: Canopy walkway exploration.
Evening: Round tables; night hike.
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Day 5 — July 5: ACTS Field Station

AM: Workshop Why So Much Biodiversity?; STEM research tools.
PM: Independent field investigations with faculty.

Evening: Discussion; night hike.

Day 6 — July 6: ACTS Field Station

AM: Workshop Arthropods Rule!

PM: Workshop Medicinal Plants of the Amazon.
Evening: Round tables; night hike.

Day 7 — July 7: ACTS Field Station
AM/PM: Visit the Maijuna community of Sucusari; culture, history, and conservation.
Evening: Discussion; night hike.

Day 8 — July 8: ACTS Field Station

AM/PM: Full day in Maijuna village; explore Regional Conservation Area; hands-on projects (stingless
bees, aguaje harvest, GPS tracking, chambira weaving).

Evening: Round tables; night boat ride.

Day 9 — July 9: Explorama Lodge

AM: Birding; visit San Pedro de Mangua school & CONAPAC project.

PM: Action planning for classroom integration; return to Explorama Lodge.
Evening: Awards ceremony and celebration.

Day 10 - July 10: Return to Iquitos and Lima
Breakfast; transfer to Iquitos for flights. Overnight flights return to U.S. on July 11 (Day 11).

PROGRAM ASSIGNMENTS/RESPONSIBILITIES

To create a meaningful and collaborative experience, participants are expected to:
e Complete all pre-departure readings and activities.
e Share and apply their learning during the field experience.
e Actively contribute as engaged and supportive team members before, during, and after the
program.

PRE-DEPARTURE COMMUNICATIONS/COURSEWORK/RESOURCES

All course communications are hosted on MorphoNet, the Morpho Institute’s online community
platform. Participants receive access upon registration. The eight-module pre-departure course is
delivered through Canvas, with access beginning in December and content opening in January.
Modules include Amazon background readings, classroom connections, and guided opportunities for
personal and professional reflection.

In addition to the online course, participants receive a mailed resource packet with key program
information and materials to support preparation. A recommended packing and equipment list is also
provided in advance to ensure readiness for the field experience.
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FEES & REGISTRATION DETAILS
https://morphoinstitute.org/educator-academy

CONTACT INFORMATION

Christa Dillabaugh

Director, The Morpho Institute
Email: director@morphoinstitute.org
Phone: (913) 214-6126

“Amazing. | had high expectations, but this experience surpassed them on so many levels. The
combination of the people involved, the organization and structure, and one of the most astounding
places on Earth made this incredible.”

Joan Bachynsky, Cristo Rey High School, NY

“Every component of the Academy can be integrated into my classroom, curriculum, and teaching
philosophy. The faculty provided high-quality experiences and resources to help me do this. Unlike
many professional development programs that recycle familiar strategies, this program connected
content to real life. It provided the answer to, ‘Why should | care? What can | do? How can | get others
involved?’ It was the best program | have ever had the privilege of attending.”

Melissa Jordan, Sarah Scott Middle School, Terre Haute, IN

“The Morpho Institute has impacted me as a teacher, learner, and global citizen. It has introduced me
to a part of our planet vastly different from my own. A strength of the program draws on narratives of
the special place that | can share with my students. As a learner my senses have been stimulated and
connections made in this place-based learning opportunity. After this experience | again seek to find my
place as a global citizen, sharing responsibility to move forward sustainability, listening to the
disenfranchised, aware that my thinking has a new filter that includes my learning at this institute. “
Jennifer Mezler, Tucson, AZ - 3rd & 4th Grade
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